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ENNISCORTHY, DIOCESE OF FERNS 

NEWSLETTER  
SUNDAY 28TH DECEMBER 2025 

THE HOLY FAMILY OF JESUS , MARY  

AND JOSEPH   (CYCLE A) 

PASTORAL AREA CLERGY 
Fr. Tom Dalton 
Fr. James Cullen  
Fr. Billy Caulfield  
Deacon Rev. Dermot Davis 
PRIEST ON DUTY   
MOBILE: 087 2710478.   
This number is FOR EMERGENCY ONLY. 
WEBSITE: www.staidanscathedral.ie 
FACEBOOK: St. Aidan’s Cathedral 

 

The Parish office/Shop 
Located at 1 Irish Street, (Y21 K499).  

Open to the public from  
10am until 1pm Monday-Saturday 

TEL: 053 9235777 
PARISH EMAIL:  

saintaidanscathedral@gmail.com  
SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES 

Ms. Stephanie McKenna 
Tel: 053 9235777 
PASTORAL AREA  

St. Aidan’s/St. Senan’s 
Marshalstown/Castledockrell 

 

MASS TIMES 
Monday to Saturday 

10am  St. Aidan’s  
7pm   St. Senan’s 
9.30am  MarshalstownTuesday         
9.30am   Castledockrell Thursday  
        followed by adoration until 11am  

Weekend 
Saturday 6pm   St. Aidan’s  
   7pm   St. Senan’s                        
                    7.30pm Marshalstown 
Sunday  9.30am  Castledockrell 
  10am  St. Aidan’s 
  11am  St. Senan’s 
  12 noon   St. Aidan’s 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
We the people of St. Aidan’s Parish, a caring community rooted in the gospel of  
Jesus Christ and united around the table of the Eucharist, strive to reflect the love 
and mercy of God.  We are committed to making our parish a place where each per-
son feels welcomed accepted and valued. 

ST. AIDAN’S CATHEDRAL HAS A LIVE WEBCAM STREAMING 24 HOURS A DAY. THE CAM-
ERA IS FOCUSED ON THE ALTAR, SANCTUARY AND FRONT STEPS OF THE ALTAR.  SUNDAY 
MASSES ARE RECORDED AND RETAINED ON CHURCH SERVICES TV WEBSITE FOR ONE MONTH. 
YOU CAN WATCH MASS & SERVICES LIVE FROM ST. AIDAN’S CATHEDRAL BY GOING TO  http://
www.churchservices.tv/enniscorthycathedral. Compliant with all GDPR requirements. 

Mass for the week  
Monday December 29th to 
 Sunday January 4th 2026 

Mass as Normal in St. Aidan’s  
and  St. Senan’s.  

No weekday mass in Marshalstown or  
Castledockrell  

 

NEW YEARS DAY  
 Solemnity of Mary the Mother of 

God & World Day of Prayer 
for Peace 

Thursday 1st of January 2026  
St. Aidan’s 10am 
St. Senan’s 7pm 

 

FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY  
Tuesday 6th of January 2026 

Holy Day of  
Mon 5th of January  

Vigil Mass St. Senan’s 7pm 
Marshalstown 7:30pm 

 

Tues 6th of January 
Castledockrell 9:30 am 

St. Aidan’s 10am,  
St. Senan’s 7pm 

 
 

PARISH OFFICE/SHOP 
The parish office and shop will be 

closed from 24th December to Monday 
5th January 2026. 

In case of emergency only please ring 
the priest on duty on 087-2710478. 

A New Years Message  
 

Dear Parishioners, 
As we begin a new year, we, the 
Clergy of the pastoral area, wish you 
and your families a very blessed and 
peaceful 2026. May this new year be 
filled with God’s grace, bringing hope 
to the weary, strength to those who 
carry burdens, and joy to every 
heart. 
 We take this opportunity to 
express our sincere gratitude to our 
staff, parish committees, and the 
many volunteers who generously give 
of their time and talents in service of 
our parish community. Your dedica-
tion, kindness, and quiet commitment 
continue to sustain and enrich the life 
of The Cathedral Parish and the wider 
pastoral area. We are deeply thankful 
for all that you do. 
 As we journey together into 
2026, may we continue to support 
one another in faith, grow closer as a 
parish family, and keep Christ at the  
Centre of our lives. May the Lord 
bless our homes, our work, and our 
community in the year ahead. 
With gratitude, prayers, and every 
good wish, 
The Bishop, Priests, Deacon and 
Faithful of the Enniscorthy Pastoral 
Area.     
 

EPIPHANY TRADITION 
On Epiphany, it is traditional for fami-
lies to bless their homes, remember-
ing the hospitality of the Holy Family 
to the Wise Men and asking for pro-
tection and blessing on the home and 
all who enter. The home blessing is 
done by writing on the door or door 
frame with chalk the symbols 
20+C+M+B+26  
 

20 is for the year 
C M and B stand for  
Caspar, Melchior, and Balthasar. 
And 26 is for the new year 2026 

250 Year Celebration 
PRESENTATION SISTERS 

The Presentation Sisters are cele-
brating their 250th anniversary of 
foundation this Christmas, marking 
250 years since Nano Nagle and 
three companions began their work 
in Cork, Ireland, on Christmas Eve, 
1775, offering education and hope 
to the poor and disadvantaged, a 
legacy that continues globally 
through their vows of service, jus-
tice, and education, symbolized by 
the lantern. Celebrations kicked off 
in December 2025, with a major 
launch event at Nano Nagle Place, 
honoring this milestone of prayer, 
service, and enduring vision.  
Key Aspects of the Anniversary: 

• Founding Moment: Christmas 
Eve, 1775, when Nano Nagle, Mary 
Ann Collins, Elizabeth Burke, and 
Mary Fouhy started their mission. 
• Founder: Nano Nagle, known 
as the "Lady of the Lantern" for 
bringing light (education) to the 
poor in dark times. 
• Mission: Providing education 
and social justice for the marginal-
ized, a core principle that remains 
vital today. 
• Global Reach: The congrega-
tion, originally called the Society of 
Charitable Instruction, now spans 
multiple continents. 
Celebration: A year-long celebra-
tion (Dec 2025 - Dec 2026) began 
with a livestreamed event on De-
cember 20, 2025, at Nano Nagle 
Place in Cork.  
This anniversary recognizes the en-
during impact of Nano Nagle's pio-
neering spirit in education and so-
cial outreach, a mission now recog-
nized by her declaration as 
"Venerable" by the Catholic Church.  
We remember the Presentation  
Sisters who spent many years in  
Enniscorthy, where many natives of 
the town attended primary school. 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
MONDAY TO SUNDAY 

MON     10am Philomena Gargan Anniv, Joe Hyland Anniv & 
     B’day, Martin Davis Anniv Paul Fitzpatrick RD,  
     Eileen Hemmings nee O’Rourke B’day Rem, 
     Souls in Purgatory, Special Int 
TUES    10am  Deceased Benefactors and People’s intentions 
WED     10am  Margaret Forrestal, Tom & Mai McGrath, Monica 
     Curran Annivs, 2 x Special Int 
THURS 10am  Mary Doyle, Larry & Mary Duggan, Paddy  
1st January       Bolger, Margaret Bolger, Sr. De Lourdes, 
        Margaret Marron, Jerry O’Brien All Annivs,  
        Special Intention 
FRI    10am   Liz Brookes nee Davis Anniv, Get well for  
        Oliver, Special Intention 
SAT     10am   Special Intention 
SAT  6pm      Stephen McDonald, Elizabeth Booth, Cecelia & 
        Elizabeth Kelly, Patrick & Lily Lee All Annivs 
SUN  10am      Tom Shiggins, Dominic Coffey, Sean & John  
      Gannon, Paddy Warren All Annivs 
SUN  12pm       Sean Franklin, Johanna Peare, Paddy Kehoe,  
      Vincent Heffernan, Joan Kelly, Margaret Larkin 
        All Annivs, Peter & Mary Sheridan, Padraig 
     Greene, Beatie Sheridan, Julie Greene,  
     Marie Costello, Be Cummins All Rems 
Notes: Every Tuesday morning mass is offered for the de-
ceased benefactors of the Cathedral and peoples Intentions 
only.  
Mass bookings will be booked for the weeks following the time 
of booking.  
All masses are shared.   

PLEASE TAKE A COPY OF THE NEWSLETTER HOME WITH YOU  OR ONE FOR A NEIGHBOUR, RELATIVE or FRIEND. 

Parish Office and Shop located in 1 Irish Street.  
Open 10am-1pm—Monday to Friday. All are welcome. 

Deadline for items for the newsletter including Anniversary Masses is Wednesday at 5pm 

Pope’s Intention for December 
For Christins in areas of conflict 

Let us pray that Christians living in areas of 
war and conflict, especially in the Middle East, 
might be seeds of peace, reconciliation and 

hope. 
 

DIOCESAN PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
God our Father, We trust in your loving kindness. 
Bless our Diocese of Ferns with many priestly reli-
gious vocations.  Give the men and women You call 
the light to understand Your gift and the love to follow 
always in the footsteps of Your son. Amen.  

 

PARISH ENVELOPE COLLECTION (WHITE) 

Sunday 21st December—€1503 
We thank all our parishioners and donors for your 
continued and generous contributions during the past 
year. Those not registered may wish to consider  
becoming a donor. 

CHRISTMAS DUES 
Envelopes are available in the Cathedral  and in n 
your envelope box.  The priests of the pastoral area 
thank you for your generosity. 

 

ENVELOPE FOR 2026 
We invite envelope distributors to collect boxes at the parish 
office for delivery to the homes in their areas.  
Parishioners are invited to collect their boxes also if they 
wish.  If anyone would like to register to be a parish mem-
ber and donate to the collections you are invited to call to 
the parish office, Monday to Friday between 10am and 1pm 
to register. 

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Spend an hour with Jesus! New Adorers welcome 

Takes place every week on Thursday after mass for voca-
tions until 11:30am. Friday after mass until 5pm and Satur-
day after mass until 11:30am.  
 

CONFESSIONS IN THE PASTORAL AREA  
St. Aidan’s Cathedral Confessions on Friday and Saturday 
morning after the 10am mass in the prayer room, and be-
fore the Saturday Evening mass at 5:30pm in the confession 
Box to the left of Altar.  

 

Holy Communion for Coeliacs 
Holy Communion for those who are coeliac, or gluten intoler-
ant is distributed at the beginning of communion time to the 
left of the altar. Please indicate to any of our Eucharistic 
ministers if you wish to receive a coeliac host. Please note 
that our coeliac hosts are not entirely gluten free and may 
contain traces of gluten. 

 

READERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND 
6pm— John Dunne 

10am—  Catherine Hurley  
 12pm– Joseph Ennis 

RECENTLYDECEASED  
Martin O’Brien, Milehouse 

Kathleen Hyland St Aidan’s Villas 
Sr. Diane Roche, Formerly Davidstown 
Who died and will be buried in Fatima 

Jackie Molloy, 
John Morris, Marshalstown 
Michael Hughes, Tombrick 

 
 May they rest in peace 

Gaelscoil Inis Córthaidh—Enrolments 
Enrolment opens on January 5th, and we encourage you to fill 
in a pre-enrolment form available now on our website. 

https://www.aladdin.ie/i/5119206693535744 
Parents are free to call us anytime to answer any queries they 
may have or arrange a visit to our school here in Enniscorthy. 

 

Adoration Apostolate Ferns Diocese 
Coming soon…. 

Presentation on Eucharistic Adoration by  
Ferns Adoration Group  

in Marshalstown Church on Saturday 17th January 2026  
at 7.30 pm.   Spend One Hour with Jesus.  

 “Come to Me,  all who  
labour and Are Overburdened, and I will give you rest”. 

ST.VINCENT DE PAUL LOCAL BRANCH   
CONFIDENTIAL CONTACT LINE 087 1413153.  

PASTORAL COUNCIL NOTES 
Some parishioners have been in touch with some Pas-
toral Council members regarding the placement of the 
Cathedral crib.  
It has been discussed at our recent Pastoral Council 
meeting and a decision was made to hold a survey  at 
Masses 1st weekend of January. 
You will be invited to share your thoughts on the po-
sitioning of the crib. 
The results of the survey will inform decision-making 
regarding crib placement going forward.  
The current position allows webcam view .  
Traditionally, people liked to visit the crib when it was 
at the side Altar.  

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
‘Your children are the greatest gift God will give you, and their 
souls th heaviest responsibility He will place in your hands. 
Take time with them, teach them to have faith in God.  Be a 
person in whom they can have faith. When you are old, nothing 
else you’ve done will have mattered as much.’ Lisa Wingate 
 
‘Let us make a point, that we meet each other with a smile, 
when it is difficult to smile.  Smile at each other, make time for 
each other in your family.  Mother Teresa 
 
Happiness is having a large, loving, caring, close-knit family in 
another city.’ George Burns   
        (Intercom) 

https://www.aladdin.ie/i/5119206693535744

