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ENNISCORTHY, DIOCESE OF FERNS 

NEWSLETTER  
TWENTY SEVENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

4TH OCTOBER 2026  (CYCLE A) 

PASTORAL AREA CLERGY 
Fr. Tom Dalton 
Fr. Billy Caulfield  
Fr. Eamonn Salmon 
Deacon Rev. Dermot Davis 
PRIEST ON DUTY   
MOBILE: 087 2710478.   
This number is FOR EMERGENCY ONLY. 
WEBSITE: www.staidanscathedral.ie 
FACEBOOK: St. Aidan’s Cathedral 

The Parish office/Shop 
Located at 1 Irish Street, (Y21 K499).  

Open to the public from  
10am until 1pm Monday-Saturday 

TEL: 053 9235777 
PARISH EMAIL:  

saintaidanscathedral@gmail.com  
SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES 

Ms. Stephanie McKenna 
Tel: 053 9235777 
PASTORAL AREA  

St. Aidan’s/St. Senan’s 
Marshalstown/Castledockrell 

MASS TIMES 
Monday to Saturday 

10am  St. Aidan’s  
7pm   St. Senan’s 
9.30am  MarshalstownTuesday         
9.30am   Castledockrell Thursday  
        followed by adoration until 11am  

Weekend 
Saturday 6pm   St. Aidan’s  
   7pm   St. Senan’s                        
                    7.30pm Marshalstown 
Sunday  9.30am  Castledockrell 
  10am  St. Aidan’s 
  11am  St. Senan’s 
  12 noon   St. Aidan’s 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
We the people of St. Aidan’s Parish, a caring community rooted in the gospel of  
Jesus Christ and united around the table of the Eucharist, strive to reflect the love 
and mercy of God.  We are committed to making our parish a place where each per-
son feels welcomed accepted and valued. 

ST. AIDAN’S CATHEDRAL HAS A LIVE WEBCAM STREAMING 24 HOURS A DAY. THE CAM-
ERA IS FOCUSED ON THE ALTAR, SANCTUARY AND FRONT STEPS OF THE ALTAR.  SUNDAY 
MASSES ARE RECORDED AND RETAINED ON CHURCH SERVICES TV WEBSITE FOR ONE MONTH. 
YOU CAN WATCH MASS & SERVICES LIVE FROM ST. AIDAN’S CATHEDRAL BY GOING TO  http://
www.churchservices.tv/enniscorthycathedral. Compliant with all GDPR requirements. 

HARVEST THANKSGIVING 
‘The harvest is rich but the  

Labourers are few’ 
These autumnal days see the roads and 
the farmers busy bringing in the harvest 
and the fruit of their crops.   
Yes, the Lord pours down his blessings. 
Our land will yield its bountiful harvest. 
Psalm 85:12  
Lord of the harvest, we rejoice in the 
bounty of your world;  we thank you for 
the rich harvests it produces. As we do so, 
we remember those who do not have 
enough, the thousands who are daily dying 
of hunger.  We pray for those who have 
more than they require, for ourselves and  
our churches. Show us what needs to be 
done, and how to share the world’s har-
vest more fairly. Teach us to value people 
more than things. 
Above all, help us to set our hearts 
on your kingdom of love and justice, 
and to seek to do your will here on earth, 
as servants of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
~ from “A Treasury of Prayer,” compiled by 
Tony Castle (London: Hodder & Stoughton, 
1983), 179. 
 

 Season of Creation  
The Eucharist and Creation – Pope Francis, 
Laudato Si’ 236 ‘ 
The Eucharist is an act of cosmic love: 
yes, cosmic! Because even when it is cele-
brated on the humble altar of a country 
church, the Eucharist is always in some 
way celebrated on the altar of the world. 
The Eucharist joins heaven and earth: it 
embraces and penetrates all creation. The 
world which came forth from God’s hands 
returns to him in blessed and undivided 
adoration. In the bread of the Eucharist 
creation is projected towards divinisation, 
towards unification with the Creator him-
self.’  

Thought for the Week  
Don’t judge each day by the harvest you 
reap but by the seeds that you plant - 
Robert Louis  
 

Our Lady of the Rosary  
Wednesday October 7th   

This commemoration was established in 
1573 in thanksgiving for a Christian victo-
ry over the Ottoman forces at Lepanto. It 
entered the general calendar in the eight-
eenth century. It is a memorial of the Vir-
gin Mary as honoured in the rosary, a form 
of prayer combining the salutation of the 
angel (Luke 1:28) with meditation on the 
saving mysteries of Christ. Originally the 
rosary was the laity’s “psalter” with the 
Hail Mary’s replacing the 150 psalms. The 
word Rosary comes from the Latin word 
rosarium, meaning “Rose Garden”. Most 
commonly it refers to a religious exercise 
in which prayers are recited and counted 
on a string of beads or a knotted cord. 

OCTOBER IS  
MISSION MONTH  

World Mission Sunday is the Holy Fa-
ther’s annual appeal for spiritual and 
financial support so that the life-giving 
work of overseas missionaries and mis-
sionaries can continue. It always falls on 
the second last Sunday in October, 
meaning this year it will be celebrated 
over the weekend of Sunday 
18th October. 
The theme for this year’s celebra-
tion of Mission Sunday is: “One in 
Christ, United in Mission”. 

 

CHILDREN'S DAY OF 
MISSION PRAYER  

Friday, October 9, 2026 
Established by the Irish Catholic Bish-
ops' Conference, this annual day of ob-
servance is celebrated on the second 
Friday of October. Organized by Missio 
Ireland (the Pope's official charity for 
overseas mission), it is widely observed 
in Catholic primary schools and parishes 
across Ireland. Its purpose is to en-
hance the prayer lives of children, en-
couraging them to pray for each other 
and for overseas missionaries on mis-
sion with children. Children are asked to 
pray for other children living in poverty, 
war and fear.  The Motto: The central 
theme revolves around "Children help-
ing children," fostering global solidari-
ty by encouraging young people to pray 
for and support their peers in need 
across the world. 
Prayer Spaces: Schools and parishes 
often set up visual prayer spaces featur-
ing maps, globes, and candles coloured 
to represent the different continents. 
Scriptural Focus: Activities are tradi-
tionally anchored in gospel themes em-
phasizing compassion and care for the 
vulnerable, echoing passages such as 
Matthew 25:40 ("Whatever you did for 
one of the least of these brothers and 
sisters of mine, you did for me" ). 
 

Mission Sunday 
18th October 2026 

October and World Mission Sunday is a 
time for the faithful of the world to show 
their appreciation towards the work of 
overseas missionaries. Please call Mis-
sio Ireland on (01) 497 2035 or go to 
www.missio.ie for further information.  
 

St. Francis of Assisi, 
Pray for Us Blessing of 

St. Francis 
The Lord bless you and keep you. May 
He show His face to you and have mercy 
on you. May He turn His countenance to 
you and give you peace.  The Lord bless 
you.  

PARISH  
COFFEE MORNING 

TUESDAY 6th OCTOBER 
After 10am Mass in the  

Presentation Centre. All are welcome 
 

SICK CALLS 
Fr. Billy will visit the sick of his area on 
Wednesday 7th of Oct and Thurs 8th of Oct.  

 

ECUMENICAL QUIET DAY  
In Ballyvaloo Centre on Thursday 15 Octo-
ber from 11.15am. to 3.30pm. The day will 
be led by Rev. Conor O' Reilly, Rector of the 
Athy Union of Parishes, on the theme, 
"Living with grief and coping with loss: A 
Christian perspective on a personal jour-
ney." Contribution including lunch and coffee 
on arrival €35. Please phone or text fr. 
James Murphy on 087 8152637 if you wish 
to attend.  All welcome. 

 

ST. PIO HEALING MASS 
With Blessing of the Glove 

Feast of the Holy Souls 
Monday 2 November 2026  
at 7.30pm in St. Aidan’s Church, 
Ferns. Individual blessing with 

Glove of St. Pio. Confessions throughout. 
Come, receive God’s healing grace through 
the intercession of St. Pio. “Pray, hope and 

don’t worry” St. Pio 
 

St. Francis of Assisi 
 4th of October  

Francis was the son of a pros-
perous cloth merchant in Assi-
si. When his father objected 
to having his goods sold without his consent 
to pay for the restoration of a church, the 
bishop commanded Francis to repay the 
money. He did. He began a life of perfect 
evangelical poverty, living by begging and 
even then only accepting the worst food that 
people had to give. He preached to all the 
love of God and the love of the created 
world; because, having renounced every-
thing, he celebrated everything he received, 
or saw, or heard, as a gift. Francis died in 
1226, having started a revolution. The Fran-
ciscans endure to this day. 

https://missio.ie/
https://missio.ie/
https://url41.mailanyone.net/scanner?m=1v4c9r-0000000052d-3gCs&d=4%7Cmail%2F90%2F1759483800%2F1v4c9r-0000000052d-3gCs%7Cin41e%7C57e1b682%7C27201548%7C12097388%7C68DF984BA7FF5D4B9192C5A803EAE46B&o=wphtw%2F%2Fwt%3A.s.meioiis&s=xIyU-w0RLcKIFmqo-kyC3HeSRN8
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
MONDAY TO SUNDAY 

MON  10am     Jim Canavan Anniv, Int for the Murphy &  
     Kennedy families, Special Intention 
TUES  10am    Deceased Benefactors and People’s intentions 
   12pm St Mary’s CBS Opening of year Mass 
WED   10am    Esther & Gus Pugh Anniv 
THU   10am     Pat Leacy REM/RIP, Successful Surgery Int. 
FRI  10am    Holy Souls 
SAT   10am    Jane Kickham 20th Anniv 
SAT     6pm   Maree Kinsella Months Mind, Markie Kirwan, 
    Martin Smyth, Margaret (Maggie) Larkin, Baby  
    Liam Walsh Annivs, Denis Coughlan B’day REM 
     Special Int for Laura 
SUN   10am    Mary Earle & son Ned, Evan Doran, Hughie  
     Toland  Annivs, John Conlon REM/RIP 
SUN   12pm     Matt & Shane Cloke, Mary Ann, Laurence, 
     Michael, David & Frank Carty Annivs  

PLEASE TAKE A COPY OF THE NEWSLETTER HOME WITH YOU  OR ONE FOR A NEIGHBOUR, RELATIVE or FRIEND. 

Parish Office and Shop located in 1 Irish Street.  
Open 10am-1pm—Monday to Friday. All are welcome. 

Deadline for items for the newsletter including Anniversary Masses is Wednesday at 5pm 

PARISH ENVELOPE COLLECTION (WHITE) 

Sunday 27/09/2026—€1075 
We thank all our parishioners and donors for your continued 

and generous contributions during the past year.  
 

CONFESSIONS IN THE PASTORAL AREA  
St. Aidan’s Cathedral Confessions on Friday and Saturday 
morning after the 10am mass in the prayer room, and be-
fore the Saturday Evening mass at 5:30pm in the confession 
Box to the left of Altar.  

 

Holy Communion for Coeliacs 
Holy Communion for those who are coeliac, or gluten intoler-
ant is distributed at the beginning of communion time to the 
left of the altar. Please indicate to any of our Eucharistic 
ministers if you wish to receive a coeliac host. Coeliac hosts  
not entirely gluten free and may contain traces of gluten.  

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Spend an hour with Jesus! New Adorers welcome 

Takes place every week on Thursday after mass for voca-
tions until 11:30am. Friday after mass until 5pm and Satur-
day after mass until 11:30am.  

 

READERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND  
  6pm Liam O’Leary 
10am Maria Clifford 

12pm Shelly O’Reilly 
 

FAMILY MASS 
(Third Sunday of the month) 

The next family Mass is on  
18th October  at 10am.  

All are welcome and encouraged To attend. 

ST.VINCENT DE PAUL LOCAL BRANCH   
CONFIDENTIAL CONTACT LINE 087 1413153.  

Pope’s Intention for October 
For mental health ministry 

Let us pray that the mental health ministry 
be established throughout the Church,  
helping to overcome the stigma and  
discrimination of persons with mental illness. 

RECENTLY BEREAVED 
Josephine Ryan, nee Doyle, formerly  

St. Senan’s Road /Mullinavat 
Cora Doyle, Bree, Edward Whelan, Tomnalossett 

Bridget (Breda) O’Neill, Moran Park 

May they rest in Peace 

PARISH SAFEGUARDING POLICY  
As part of our Safeguarding Policy we are updating our records.   All 
Parish Volunteers are requested to complete a ‘Declaration of Good 
Standing’ form.  If you haven't done so already the form can be  
completed at the Parish Office.  

 

VOLUNTEER IN YOUR PARISH 
MINISTERS OF THE WORD 

The parish is currently seeking to recruit new Ministers of the Word 
(Readers). If you are a competent reader and would like to volunteer 
during the week or at the weekend masses, please call into the parish 
office or speak to one of the priests of the pastoral area. Your help 
would benefit our parish greatly. 
 

THE HOOK OF FAITH THIS WEEK  
‘Is not this what God’s asks of you?’ is the title of the preparatory doc-
ument published in advance of the National Synodal Assembly that 
takes place in Gormanstown, Co. Meath, on 17th October. All are invited 
to read and study the document, and to pray for the success of the 
assembly. The homily for the Twenty-Seventh Sunday of Ordinary Time 
reminds us that we are stewards of the Lord’s vineyard and not its 
owners. This Sunday 4th October marks the 800th anniversary of the 
death of St Francis of Assisi. We have two articles on the saint who 
continues to fascinate and inspire. We include Breda O’Brien’s address 
to the annual Pro-Life dinner in Dublin and Bishop Robert Barron’s 
homily on the eve of Archbishop Fulton Sheen’s beatification. We learn 
how a Papal charity unites thousands of children in praying for peace 
and how St Bruno, whose feast we celebrate on 6th October, helps 
overcome our fear of silence. Check out these and other resources 
available at www.thehookoffaith.com 

 
 

VINCENTS SHOP 
Market Square, Enniscorthy 

We are currently looking for BRIC-A BRAC for our shop in market 
Square, in saleable condition please.  No electrical items. We also 
would like BOOKS for the shop. If you have any of the above to donate 
we would greatly appreciate it. Thank you. We also take in paper bags 
to recycle. 
 

 

ENNISCORTHY RETIREMENT ASSOCIATION 
Meeting  on Tuesday  6th October 2.30pm at the Riverside Park Ho-
tel, Enniscorthy. Our speakers are Brian Delaney and Sarah Mackey 
from the Charity Alone. The trip to the Lafcadio Hearne Japanese Gar-
dens on 7th October will be finalized and payment (€8) will be taken 
up.  The Association is looking for volunteers who can help out with 
arranging activities,  administrative matters and supporting Committee 
members. The roles would suit anyone who is recently retired or any-
one who wants to keep their minds active. Without additional support, 
the Association will not be able to continue. Please note the annual 
fund-raising Coffee Morning, in aid of Wexford Women's Refuge, will 
take place on Thursday 19th November at Astro Active, Bellefield 
and all are welcome to attend.  

SAINT JOHN HENRY NEWMAN (1801 - 1890) 

Feast Day 9th of October  
Saint John Henry Newman was born on 21 February 1801 in 
London, England. As an Anglican clergyman for over twenty 
years he won renown as a preacher and theologian. A Fellow 
of Oriel College, Oxford, he became one of the leaders of the 
Oxford Movement and a prominent figure in the Church of 
England. On 9 October 1845 he was received into full com-
munion with the Catholic Church by Blessed Dominic Barberi 
of the Passionist Congregation. After a period of study in 
Rome he was ordained priest on 30 May 1847. Returning to 
England he established the Oratory of Saint Philip Neri in 
Birmingham. He was an influential writer on many subjects, 
most notably the development of Christian doctrine, the true 
understanding of conscience, faith and reason, the role of 
the laity, and university education. In 1879 he was created 
Cardinal by Pope Leo XIII and given the title of San Giorgio 
in Velabro. He died in the Birmingham Oratory on 11 August 
1890. He was beatified by Pope Benedict XVI on 19 Septem-
ber 2010 and canonised by Pope Francis on 13 October 
2019. 

A Daily Prayer  
May He support us all the day long, 
till the shades lengthen and the evening 
comes, and the busy world is hushed, 
and the fever of life is over, and our work is 
done. Then, in His mercy, may He give us a 
safe lodging, 
and a holy rest,  
and peace at last. 

AID TO THE CHURCH IN NEED 
This Wednesday October 7, Aid to the Church in 
Need Ireland is asking children, their parents, teach-
ers and friends to pray the Rosary with thousands of other 
children on the island of Ireland for peace in our world. The 
Rosary is like a treasure trove on which we discover Jesus 
and his mysteries - how he was born, how he lived 
and worked so many miracles, how he suffered and 
died for us, how he rose again and went to heaven. 

http://www.thehookoffaith.com

