
ot 

 
 

 
ENNISCORTHY, DIOCESE OF FERNS 

NEWSLETTER  
EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 

2ND AUGUST 2026  (CYCLE A) 

PASTORAL AREA CLERGY 
Fr. Tom Dalton 
Fr. James Cullen  
Fr. Billy Caulfield  
Deacon Rev. Dermot Davis 
PRIEST ON DUTY   
MOBILE: 087 2710478.   
This number is FOR EMERGENCY ONLY. 
WEBSITE: www.staidanscathedral.ie 
FACEBOOK: St. Aidan’s Cathedral 

The Parish office/Shop 
Located at 1 Irish Street, (Y21 K499).  

Open to the public from  
10am until 1pm Monday-Saturday 

TEL: 053 9235777 
PARISH EMAIL:  

saintaidanscathedral@gmail.com  
SAFEGUARDING REPRESENTATIVES 

Ms. Stephanie McKenna 
Tel: 053 9235777 
PASTORAL AREA  

St. Aidan’s/St. Senan’s 
Marshalstown/Castledockrell 

MASS TIMES 
Monday to Saturday 

10am  St. Aidan’s  
7pm   St. Senan’s 
9.30am  MarshalstownTuesday         
9.30am   Castledockrell Thursday  
        followed by adoration until 11am  

Weekend 
Saturday 6pm   St. Aidan’s  
   7pm   St. Senan’s                        
                    7.30pm Marshalstown 
Sunday  9.30am  Castledockrell 
  10am  St. Aidan’s 
  11am  St. Senan’s 
  12 noon   St. Aidan’s 

PARISH MISSION STATEMENT 
We the people of St. Aidan’s Parish, a caring community rooted in the gospel of  
Jesus Christ and united around the table of the Eucharist, strive to reflect the love 
and mercy of God.  We are committed to making our parish a place where each per-
son feels welcomed accepted and valued. 

ST. AIDAN’S CATHEDRAL HAS A LIVE WEBCAM STREAMING 24 HOURS A DAY. THE CAM-
ERA IS FOCUSED ON THE ALTAR, SANCTUARY AND FRONT STEPS OF THE ALTAR.  SUNDAY 
MASSES ARE RECORDED AND RETAINED ON CHURCH SERVICES TV WEBSITE FOR ONE MONTH. 
YOU CAN WATCH MASS & SERVICES LIVE FROM ST. AIDAN’S CATHEDRAL BY GOING TO  http://
www.churchservices.tv/enniscorthycathedral. Compliant with all GDPR requirements. 

ENNISCORTHY FAREWELL  

TO FR. JAMES 
You are invited to join with Fr. James 
as he celebrates the 7pm Mass on Sat-
urday, 15th August 2026 in St. Senan’s 
Church which will be followed by Re-
freshments in the Community Centre. 
It will be an opportunity for parishion-
ers from St. Aidan’s and St. Senan’s to 
wish him well as he leaves to take up 
his new appointment in the Ferns Pas-
toral Area. 
Following several enquiries regarding a 
collection/presentation, envelopes are 
now available at the back of the 
Church, if you would like to donate, 
simply return same either when coming 
to Mass or drop it into the Parish Office 
any time before Sunday, 9th August 
2026. 

ANNUAL PATRONS - SUNDAY 9TH AUGUST  
• CATHEDRAL CEMETERY - after 10am Mass  
• ST. MARY’S & ENNISCORTHY CEMETERY  - 3pm 
The annual Patron is next Sunday (9th August). We thank you for showing 
respect in our Cemeteries. They are sacred places where our loved ones are 
buried and it is our duty to care for their resting places, in a manner that 
reflects the dignity of the human person and our belief.  We are asked to 
respect these resting places and the graves and property of other people 
who visit the cemetery.  
You are encouraged to tend to family graves in advance of the Patron. 
Please continue to support the Cemetery Committee, FAS workers and vol-
untary workers by keeping the cemetery tidy. The committee appeals to 
everyone to co-operate by using the bins provided. Please bring home all 
your rubbish if possible.  
You are requested;  

• Not to put stones or heavy objects into the bins.   

• Not to put glass of any kind into the bins.  

• Please take these objects home with you or place them neatly beside 
the bins so as to assist the voluntary workers when emptying the 
bins. Your co-operation in this regard would greatly help these dedi-
cated people in keeping our cemetery in the beautiful condition to 
which we have become accustomed.  

SAFETY-Monumental workers: No monumental workers or their ve-
hicles should be in the cemetery after 2nd August. This gives all peo-
ple a chance to visit graves without obstruction. Your co-operation in 
this regard is greatly appreciated.  
PARKING: No parking will be allowed in St. Mary’s Cemetery at any time 
on Sunday 9th August. Parking spaces are limited and every effort will 
be made to facilitate the disabled and elderly. Please use the field carpark 
and note that it will close at 4.30pm.  Please co-operate with the Gardai 
and parking attendants on the day.  
COLLECTION: Please support the gate collection on the day.  This collec-
tion helps the committee greatly with running costs including insurance, bin 
collections and disposal of rubbish. garden machinery and its maintenance, 
petrol for mowers, toilet maintenance, sound system and Patron expenses, 
etc. 
DOGS:   The ongoing problem of dogs fouling in the Cemetery must stop. 
Please keep all dogs on leads at all times & you must clean up after them.  

SAFEGUARDING POLICY  
As part of our Safeguarding Policy we 
are updating our records.   All Parish 
Volunteers are requested to complete a 
‘Declaration Of Good Standing’ form. 
This can be collected from the Sacristy 
or Parish Office.  
 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL 
The local branch of SVP are 
appealing for a single bed in 
good condition.  If you can 
help please call 0871413153.  

 

LEGION OF 
MARY 

Meeting every Thurs-
day evening at 8pm in 
the Legion of Mary 
Hall, Convent Road. 
New members wel-
come. For information 
contact Eileen 087 
9331809. 

HOLY FACE DEVOTIONS 
Holy Face Devotion prayers will be said on the First 
Friday of every month at 3pm during Adoration 
at St Aidan's Cathedral, Enniscorthy, beginning 
on Friday 7th August. Everyone is most welcome to 
come along.  
The prayers will include; *The Golden Arrow Prayer 
*Prayers of reparation to the Holy Face of Jesus  
*Litany of Holy Face *Chaplet of the Holy Face  
(Prayer booklets will be provided) 
*The primary purpose of the devotion is to make rep-
aration for sins against the first three commandments. 
Denial of God (Atheism/Communism),  
Blasphemy, and the profanation of Sundays and Holy 
Days. Our Lord told Sister Marie of Saint Peter that 
this holy image is destined to be the means of defeating atheistic Com-
munism and restoring peace to the world.  
2 Chronicles 7:14 “If my people who are called by my name humble them-
selves, and pray and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I 
will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and heal their land”. 
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MASS INTENTIONS FOR THE COMING WEEK 
MONDAY TO SUNDAY 

MON  10am   Michael & Ita Wedding Anniv Intention 
     Thanksgiving Int, 95th Birthday int for Nell,  
  Special Intention, Jerry Doyle, Fiona McDonald  
  nee Murphy Annivs 
TUES  10am  Deceased Benefactors and People’s intentions 
WED   10am  Geraldine Rowan nee Doran RD 
  Special Intention 
THU   10am   Richard Callaghan, Jim & Josephine Burke O’Leary 
   Annivs, Paddy & Margo Wedding Anniv Int,   
   Special Intention 

FRI  10am  thank you int for Sheila, Michael Gladyszewski  
   Anniv 
SAT   10am  Noel Matthews Rem, Lily & Nick Fenlon & Family 
   Rem, Agnes Daly 7th Anniv 
      PATRON WEEKEND 
SAT     6pm  Deceased of the Parish 
SUN   10am    Deceased of the Parish 
SUN  12pm    Deceased of the Parish 

PLEASE TAKE A COPY OF THE NEWSLETTER HOME WITH YOU  OR ONE FOR A NEIGHBOUR, RELATIVE or FRIEND. 

Parish Office and Shop located in 1 Irish Street.  
Open 10am-1pm—Monday to Friday. All are welcome. 

Deadline for items for the newsletter including Anniversary Masses is Wednesday at 5pm 

DIOCESAN PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS 
God our Father, We trust in your loving kindness. Bless our 
Diocese of Ferns with many priestly religious vocations.  
Give the men and women You call the light to understand 
Your gift and the love to follow always in the footsteps of 
Your son. Amen.  

 

PARISH ENVELOPE COLLECTION (WHITE) 

Sunday 26/07/2026  —€1455 
We thank all our parishioners and donors for your continued 

and generous contributions during the past year.  
 

CONFESSIONS IN THE PASTORAL AREA  
St. Aidan’s Cathedral Confessions on Friday and Saturday 
morning after the 10am mass in the prayer room, and be-
fore the Saturday Evening mass at 5:30pm in the confession 
Box to the left of Altar.  

 

Holy Communion for Coeliacs 
Holy Communion for those who are coeliac, or gluten intol-
erant is distributed at the beginning of communion time to 
the left of the altar. Please indicate to any of our Eucharistic 
ministers if you wish to receive a coeliac host. Coeliac hosts  
not entirely gluten free and may contain traces of gluten.  

 

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Spend an hour with Jesus! New Adorers welcome 

Takes place every week on Thursday after mass for voca-
tions until 11:30am. Friday after mass until 5pm and Satur-
day after mass until 11:30am.  

 

READERS FOR NEXT WEEKEND  
  6pm Tomas Brennan 10am Dervla Tierney 

 12pm Imelda Murphy 
 

FAMILY MASS 
(Third Sunday of the month) 
The next family Mass is on  
16th August at 10am.  

All are welcome and encouraged  
To attend. 

ST.VINCENT DE PAUL LOCAL BRANCH   
CONFIDENTIAL CONTACT LINE 087 1413153.  

Pope’s Intention for August 
For evangelization in the city which is often 
marked by anonymity and loneliness, that 
we may find new ways to proclaim the Gos-
pel, discovering creative paths to build com-
munity. 

 RECENTLY BEREAVED 
Liam Stafford, Marshalstown 
Margaret Murphy, Monart 

May they rest in peace 

Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Even as consensus emerged on many fronts, inherent diver-
gences also remained in the listening process. With clerical-
ism and co-responsibility, tensions arose in practice. Partici-
pants observed that ‘while many clergy spoke positively 
about co-responsibility, others expressed reservations or 
concerns, leading to little practical change in some parishes.’ 
Lay participants saw ‘shared leadership as essential for the 
Church’s future’ but felt that ‘clergy must be willing to share 
responsibility, and the laity must be prepared to accept re-
sponsibility’ for it to become a reality.  For faith formation 
and education, differences arose regarding the role of schools 
vis-à-vis parishes and families. Some suggested ‘removing 
sacramental preparation from schools entirely so that parents 
and parishes take full responsibility,’ while others preferred ‘a 
shared approach between school, parish, and home.’ These 
reflected generational and philosophical divides, with some 
favouring ‘experiential and relational faith formation’ and 
others emphasising ‘a structured, doctrinal approach to 
teaching the faith.’ Divergence with liturgy emerged around 
style, language, and relevance. Some advocated for change, 
calling for ‘more inclusive language, participation, and a 
sense of belonging through worship,’ while others cautioned 
against altering established forms, warning that ‘rigidity is 
not helpful, but neither is change for its own sake.’ Visions 
differed between adaptability to connect with modern life and 
emphasising stability and tradition. 
From Baptised and Sent #25 
Intercom 

Youth 2000 Summer Festival  
13th–16th August 

Calling all young people aged 16–35! Join us at the 
Youth 2000 Summer Festival in Newbridge College, Co. 
Kildare. This is a donation-only event, with free buses 
available across the country and all meals included.  
Expect inspiring talks and workshops, Youth Mass, mu-
sic, prayer, and plenty of opportunities to chill out and 
meet other young Catholics. Whether you are new to 
the faith or looking to be refreshed, all are welcome. 
To register or find out more, visit youth2000.ie or fol-
low @Youth2000Ireland. 

 

CRAFT FAIR 
Craft Fair at Ferns Castle Saturday August 15th , 11am 
to 4pm, Join us for a day of creativity, music, shopping 
and fun family activities. Free entry all welcome. 

 

FERNS DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE 
 TO FATIMA 2026 

Led by Spiritual Directors : Fr. Denis Browne, Fr. Frank Murphy 
& Fr. Paddy Browne. 8th OCTOBER 2026 for 7 nights - Cost 
€925 per person sharing , please contact: Joe Walsh Tours 01-
2410800. 
 

 

DIOCESE OF FERNS CAMINO 2027 
A HOLY YEAR OF SANTIAGO 2027 

FROM 7-14 JUNE 2027– DIRECTOR FR. JAMES CULLEN 
For details website: intothewestadventues.com 

 

 THE HOOK OF FAITH 
The Homily for the Eighteenth Sunday of Ordinary Time is on 
the miracle of the loaves and fish which prefigures the Lord 
feeding us at the Eucharist. ‘Why I am Not an Atheist’ is the 
title of a new book by Christopher Beha who gives an interview 
about his rediscovery of faith. ‘Be Careful how you Build’ is an 
article on a theme in Pope Leo’s ‘Magnifica Humanitas’ and how 
we are always building up or tearing down. The ‘Saints in a 
Year’ series features St John Vianney and how he can help us 
appreciate again the sacrament of reconciliation. Bishop Robert 
Barron explains why young people are converting to the Catho-
lic faith in America and why being virtuous is good for your 
health. We have features on St Dominic and the Feast of the 
Lord’s Transfiguration which are celebrated this week. Finally, Fr 
Stephen Wang reflects on important religious themes from 
Christopher Nolan’s epic film ‘The Odessey’.  Check out these 
and other resources available at www.thehookoffaith.com 

http://youth2000.ie/
http://www.thehookoffaith.com

